Introduction 1 "Superbugs" or multiple-drug resistant (MDR) microbes, in particular MDR 2 bacteria is a growing public health threat that represents an enormous challenge for 3 healthcare providers, given the few antimicrobials at our disposal. Antibacterial 4 disinfection strategies have had some success but failed to eradicate MDR bacteria 5 completely from healthcare settings. Thus, there is a need to develop alternative 6 strategies to combat MDR bacteria. Several lines of evidence show that 7
Acanthamoeba is one of the most widely distributed protists that also acts as a 8 host/reservoir for microbes including potential infectious agents (Khan, 2009 ). The 9 ability of a unicellular amoeba to host another microbe within itself is an 10 extraordinary trait that require convoluted interactions. In such interactions, if both 11 organisms are pathogenic, they are referred to as hyperparasites, and the relationship 12 is known as hyperparasitic relationship that can benefit one or both organisms. that this effect is due to antiamoebic effects of hydrogen peroxide, in addition to its ' 18 anti-bacterial properties. We propose that the use of hydrogen peroxide will target 19 both the "terror cells" i.e. the MDR bacteria and the host harbouring them, i.e., 20
amoeba. 21
Due to its toxicity and instability, there is a need to find safe, and effective 22 agents targeting both MDR bacteria and amoebal host with long-term shelf-life, cost-23 effectiveness and practicality, to be appropriate for healthcare settings; particularly in 24 developing countries. Since Acanthamoeba is a Trojan horse of the microbial world 25 9 including potential pathogens (Huws et al., 2006) , we anticipate that disinfectants that 1 are effective in killing both Acanthamoeba as well as bacteria will be of enormous 2 worth for applications in clinical settings. Future studies will test such disinfectants 3 with dual action to determine their effectiveness in eradicating superbugs from 4 clinical settings. 5
In summary, these findings suggest that strategies targeting the hardy host, i.e., 6
Acanthamoeba that harbour microbial pathogens offer a potential avenue to counter 7 infectious diseases, particularly hospital/community-acquired infections. The 8 proposed strategy will complement existing approach of applying disinfectants that 9 are targeted against bacterial pathogens directly. These findings should be of interest 10 to public health officials and/or policy makers, medical practitioners, and the 11 scientific community. Gatti, S., Cevini, C., Bruno, A., Penso, G., Rama, P., Scaglia, M., 1998. In vitro 22 effectiveness of povidone-iodine on Acanthamoeba isolates from human cornea. 23
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